“Beyond The Landfill:  The Future of Southbridge”

November 11, 2009 Meeting Minutes


Facilitators

Denise Clemence

Richard Whitney

Monique Manna

Introduction to Group / Purpose

Group leader Dick Whitney asked that all in attendance formally introduce themselves and be sure to sign in on our attendance sheet.
Material Handouts
· Denise handed out an article “Positivity:  a no-cost renewable resource
· This article was printed from “The Beacon” and was written by Elizabeth Flagg we have posted this on the FOS Website for all to read.
Window Display Project
· Dick Whitney  spoke of the window display project and the progress on this
· Would like to do rotations on displays; would like to do first rotation of displays in January
· Looking for ideas; i.e.
· Art work / Sculptures
· Resource Windows
· Seeking volunteers to help hang pictures 
· Suzy Geers mentioned a possible competition from the schools for artwork and it being displayed in windows.  Also mentioned was the possibility of having an all nations window for artwork.

· “Celebrating Education” window was suggested for schools to display artwork of children once a month
· FOS is assisting the Southbridge Downtown Partnership with the “Shop Southbridge With Santa” event that is being held November 27th 10:00AM – 8:00PM

· Will be hanging winter décor in the windows to help with the “Spirit of the Season”

· A Christmas scene will be done on Central Street with a Mural being done by a local artist on the Insurance Building

· Rudy DiGregorio will be donating Christmas Decorations to help in this effort at the following locations:
· The Old Books & Beans Store

· Video Dimensions (Along the outside)

· The Old Daisy Store

· Corner of Main Street & Elm Street

· 318 Main Street (Santa Clause Set Up)

· Judy of Village Photos will be doing Pictures with Santa there is a $5.00 sitting fee 4”x6” photos Judy is donating the money to the Downtown Partnership

· FOS will be using the Corner of Main & Elm to put a Christmas tree that is being donated by Morse Farms.  Rudy DiGregorio will be providing lights

· FOS doing a table of Hot Cocoa & Cookies for those that are downtown on the 27th
· Seeking Carolers to fill 15 – 30 minute slots for November 27th
· Will post times available on FOS Website & FaceBook Page

· Suzy Geers has been in touch with a couple of people to do caroling / songs 

· Monique Manna been in touch with Elm Street Church regarding carolers

· Received Email from Paul Rasks music director for the choir will let us know

· We will be working on window displays weekend of the 14th and through the week.  Would like to have the displays done by the November 22nd.
· Suzy Geers suggested doing an art contest for artists
· Denise Clemence mentioned doing an art show/contest for artists using only recycled materials

· Brainstorming was done on types of “Community Focused Events” that could possibly be done for Spring/Summer 2010
Town Map

· Florencia Sangermano was on hand to discuss the progress of the maps that she has volunteered to do for Southbridge.

· One map is almost complete “Historic Downtown/Trails Map”

· This has been uploaded onto the FOS Website and will also be uploaded onto facebook.

· Florencia is seeking pictures to add to this. Please take a moment to look at the map and the guide.  In the guide she has “thumbnail” photos of the historic sites.  If you have any pictures of the ones that are missing could you please forward these to her or Dick Whitney.  Florencia is part of the FOS FaceBook Group and can be reached that way.  You can contact Dick through email r.b.whitney@verizon.net
Access Road Update
· There is a Pre-Construction meeting next week with the Town Manager and Marois Bros. where the contract will officially be given to the contractor.  Marois Bros. will be given a start date at this time on the Access Road.
· There is a Subcommittee  meeting planned for  November 24th regarding the Access Road 
· Marois Bros. will be able to do some work on the road  in the winter time (blasting)

· Rock Crushing will be done at Casella.   No locals will be affected by this.

· Some Councilors along with the Town Manager will be doing a trip on November 13th to an Industrial Park in New Bedford. 

Fundraisers

· Will be meeting on November 13th in the afternoon discussing the possibility of doing a fundraiser event for a local Youth Organization in town.  More details will follow at the next meeting.

Adjournment.

Next meeting is scheduled for December 10th, 7:00PM AO Room.  There will be a guest speaker from Putnam Connecticut to speak with us about our economic development.
“To look toward the future of Southbridge ~ To accentuate all the positives that our town has to offer ~ We respect differing views and opinions which will make us much more knowledgeable to the issues at hand.”


