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Topics of Discussion
Introduction
Ground Rules
Old Business
Guest Speaker
General Discussion

Action Items

Next Meeting Date / Location

Introduction to Group / Purpose

Group leader Dick Whitney asked that all in attendance formally introduce themselves and perhaps tell everyone something about themselves and what has gotten them involved.  
Ground Rules 
· Respect each other & their opinions

· No personal attacks will be tolerated.  Any person violating this rule would be asked to leave the meeting.
Old Business
· Meet & Greet 
· The Meet & Greet was discussed & some suggestions for next year’s event given.  One suggestion was to allow cameras to run our local cable access channel 13.  Reason for not having cameras was to encourage people to come and be able to speak to people in a relaxed environment.  It was suggested then to perhaps have the display tables video taped before the Meet & Greet starts.  
· Community Clean Up 
· Community Clean Up was conducted last month.  The areas hit were the Rotary Area and the lower section of Morris Street. 

We are still seeking volunteers for this effort.  

· Window Displays
· Some suggestions were given regarding store front displays for the empty buildings along Main Street, Central Street, & Hamilton Street areas.
· Power Point Presentation – Building Owner Dave Pelletier is allowing this to go in one of his buildings.

· Alex McNitt suggested the display that the UMASS Students presented the “Green Way” presentation.  This was presented to the Council a few months ago.  

· Chamber of Commerce display was suggested.

· Dick Whitney asked to please forward any suggestions for this to the Future of Southbridge group. 
· Town Map
· Florencia Sangermano would like to present a map to put on towns website with main attractions / new businesses / things to do / trails. 

· A suggestion was given about breaking the map down into categories. 

· Essential Map

· Business Map

· Florencia to be in touch with Town Manager to discuss
Guest Speaker
Alex McNitt of the Chamber of Commerce was on hand to speak with those who attended the meeting about the positives that Southbridge has to offer.
Alex started off by stating that “Southbridge is a fabulous town with enormous potential”   Below is a list of comments and suggestions she has made.  She describes these as “Layers”
Layer 1

· Gorgeous Main Street with beautiful buildings – envy in other surrounding communities – we are spoken of in other communities about our downtown

· Tremendous amount of water – Great Town Services – Great Workforce Blue & White Collar Jobs an assest to attract new jobs to town.  Spoke of PIM Great diversity and a history of leveraging that diversity

· At times is disheartening diversity is not celebrated like it should
Layer 2
Many extras that Southbridge has to offer
· Arts & entertainment 

· Community Development Group 

· Downtown Partnership movement and progress  started

· FOS can be the beginnings of engaging the community

· Town Manager–tremendous asset for Southbridge
Layer 3

A great thriving business community 

· Manufacturing Companies 

· United Lens Compan

·  Dexter Russell professional  cutlery 

· US Solar Tech 

· Hyde Tools 

· Retailers & Professionals Services 

· Restaurants 
· Southbridge Hotel & Conference Center Thriving local banks 

· Center of Hope for developmental disabilities

· Harrington Hospital – New Cancer Center and is expanding

These are some things most communities cannot offer. These are also businesses that give back to the community time and time again.
Layer 4

What is coming – What may be coming to town.

· QCC (Quinsigamond Community College)  We beat out Blackstone Valley & Marlboro 

· Projects on Main Street Gabe McCarthy / The Memorial Hall Project 

· The vision is to build this building as high tech and green as possible – would like to use this building as a showcase .  
· Colm Cryan is the engineer for this building will link reference pages to the FOS website  retail space in front and residential space 

· Old Unitarian Church Southbridge Business Development Center moving in there – Business spaces for small businesses to move in there.

· Rehab aspects – opening up the River Scape from uptown looking down to the river (Redevelopment Plan) Park Plan to run adjacent to the trails

· UMASS Landscape did a green plan downtown
· Coca Cola & Budweiser – Negotiating bringing single stream recycling glass,  goes to next door to the bottling plant (Casella)

· PIM Project may not be lost
· We could be the leader in Green Technology 
· Near future things open the door to other things

· $10Mil of stimulus money may be lost due to access road being controversial issue holding things up.  Southbridge missing opportunities because of the issues.  The Federal Government  will not entertain any application that is political 

· Groups like this (FOS) should try to get more people engaged in town happenings

Closing Thoughts from Alex McNitt:
· Keep up the good work here

· Residents should be engaged and stay informed so good decisions can be made

· Only thing she would add is the town should have a master plan.  “If there is no plan you get nowhere.”

· A question was asked by John Gatti “What can we do to make our town look like Putnam or North  Hampton?

· Alex’s Answer:  Move the  redevelopment plan forward along with the UMASS Landscape Plan 
· Lacking in Public Transportation

· People need to speak up 
General Discussion

· George would like the Town Manager to come in and speak as a guest speaker on Town Government

· Debbie emailed Sand Acly about having a movie once a week  instead of                                        Concerts on The Common
· Eye on Southbridge – Cable Access John Gatti spoke of his show with Larry Binema
The show Highlights business of the community.  The purpose of this show is to promote Southbridge.  John spoke of a concert with a pianist that has local roots. He would like to see this happen in Southbridge.  John also spoke of the three stations to work with on Charters Local Access.  Channel 11 is for education; Channel12 is for government; Channel 13 is for the Citizens.  John would like to see these channels utilized to their fullest.  John is looking for ideas, if anyone has any ideas please let him know.

· The first FOS Newsletter is complete.  Julie McDonald of Scentimental Flowers on Main Street has allowed us to put some of our letters at her store for patrons.  This newsletter is intended to promote Southbridge and what Southbridge has to offer.  Ideas & Suggestions are greatly appreciated!
Tentative date for next Meeting is July 20th.  
“To look toward the future of Southbridge ~ To accentuate all the positives that our town has to offer ~ We respect differing views and opinions which will make us much more knowledgeable to the issues at hand.”


