“Beyond The Landfill:  The Future of Southbridge”


Facilitators

Denise Clemence

Richard Whitney

Monique Manna

Topics of Discussion
Introduction 
Old Business
Guest Speakers
Introduction to Group / Purpose

Group leader Dick Whitney asked that all in attendance formally introduce themselves and be sure to sign in on our attendance sheet.
Guest Speakers

· Kassia Smith – Assistant DA, Worcester County
· Ed Karcasinas – First Assistant DA, Worcester County
· Chief Charette – Southbridge Police
· Lt. Woodson – Southbridge Police
Old Business

· Window Displays
· Dick Whitney spoke of the ongoing progress of the downtown store front window displays.  Will be rotating windows.  Please contact Dick Whitney for further information.  New windows include:
· Schott Fiber Optics

· QCC

· Bridal Expo Display

· Southbridge Historic & Downtown Map
· Florencia Sangermando has completed the bulk of the map.  Some minor changes need to be made before final print.  Samples of the map were on hand for viewing.

· Cops N Kids Fundraiser

· Announcement was made once again for the Cops N Kids Fundraiser to be held on April 9th at 12 Crane Street.  Raffle tickets have been printed and are ready to sell.  Tickets are $1.00 Donation Each.  All proceeds to benefit the Cops N Kids program.

· Ticket consists of three chances to win.  Prizes are as follows:

· 1st Prize – Wagon of Cheer

· 2nd Prize – Overnight Stay

· 3rd Prize – Wine Basket

Topic of Discussion - Crime Prevention Awareness

Representatives from the Worcester County DA’s office along with Chief Charette & Lt. Woodson from the Southbridge Police Department.  Discussed were a multitude of ideas/suggestions/happenings.
Spoke on how the Town of Fitchburg developed their strategy to get community involvement.

· Suggested to go out and get to know our community better

· The DA’s office meets once a month to discuss violent crimes 

· It was stated that more violent offenders in Southbridge are brought into superior court

· Focus on intervention and treatment very involved in at risk youth

· Kassia Smith spoke on no funding, however  they have learned to develop a strategy without funding

· The representatives spoke on how the Dept of Justice laid out a strategy to bring the community back into this – involvement

· Spoke on how to make this a community effort – send out fliers

· Spoke on how Fitchburg  went through neighborhoods and knocked on doors to try and get community involvement
· Police on board with such efforts
· DA’s Office on board – to make this work
· Fitchburg made Tip Cards handed these cards out throughout  the community

· Do walk about’s through the neighborhoods

· Spoke on how Fitchburg did clean ups of vacant lots,  found illegal items & cleaned it up
· Spoke on how Fitchburg is doing different things throughout the community such as fundraisers, charity, community garden, clean-up
Some questions that were asked:

1. A question was asked regarding money that is seized during a drug raid, what happens to this?

Response:
· Money that is seized  is forfeited.   Half goes to town and half goes to DA’s office.  This money cannot be used for salary’s - can be used on police vehicles, bullet proof vests, etc.
2. A question was asked about a “Citizens Patrol”

Response:

· Chief Charette stated that training would need to be done.
3. A question was asked regarding the Pitt Bulls in town and if they were gang related.

Response:

· Dogs in area are a status symbol only and not gang related.

4. A question was asked regarding a “Tip Line” at the Southbridge Police Department, does the Southrbidge PD have one?

Response:

· Police Department has unrecorded lines that people can leave tips on.  If you want to remain anonymous tell them and let them know you do not want to be recorded.

It was stated in the Meeting that Town Manager Chris Clark does neighborhood walks once a week on Fridays staring in the spring and ending in the fall to identify areas of concern.
A citizen attending the meeting suggested the DA’s Office introduce this Crime Awareness Program to the Senior Center.

“To look toward the future of Southbridge ~ To accentuate all the positives that our town has to offer ~ We respect differing views and opinions which will make us much more knowledgeable to the issues at hand.”


